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ALPINE NOTES. 
Date of 

THE .LL\.LPINE CLUB OBITUARY : Election 
Abruzzi, H.R.H. The Duke of the (Ordinary member) 1894 

(Honorary member) . . . . . 1925 
Shore, Charles R. . . . . . . 1883 
Gonella, Francesco . . . . . . 1891 
Valentine-Richards, Rev. A. V. . . . . 1897 
Porter, T. C. . . . . . . . 1901 
Montagnier , H. F. . . . . . . 1903 
Slack, Eric . . . . . . . 1907 
Slater, E. V. . . . . . . . 1908 
Howson, H. E. E. . . . . . . 1924 
Powell, E. W. . . . , . . . 1925 

THE CLOSING OF THE ITALIAN ALPS. The situation appears far 
easier. No fewer then eighteen passes were opened on the Austrian 
frontier during August 1933. 

CAUCAsus EXPEDITIONS. During the summer Swiss and French 
parties, led by Herr W. Weckherdt and M. Jacques Lagarde, re
spectively, visited the Central Group. Both were financed by the 
S.A.C. and C.A.F. It is the first time, we believe, that a French 
party has visited the Caucasus. They accomplished the first ascents 
of five peaks in the neighbourhood of the Bezingi Glacier and ex
perienced bad luck in just failing to reach the summit of Kosh
tantau by the N. arete (' A.J. ' 42, 102-3). The Swiss party were 
extremely unlucky : they accomplished, with great difficulty, the 
first ascent of a mountain called(?) Goppachtau (4396 m.), on July 7, 
but one of the members, Herr P. Buhler, was killed in the descent. 
Of the other three members of the party, two were poisoned seriously 
and the third robbed. Nevertheless, they accomplished the fourth 
ascent of Ushba . The weather does not appear to have been favour
able. Herr Buhler was buried at a height of 4200 m. From Die 
Alpen and Communicated. 

HIMALAYAN ExPEDITIONS. Dr. G. 0. Dyhrenfurth is making 
arrangements for an international expedition in 1934 to the Kara
koram via Srinagar Zoji La Dras Skardu Askole to the Baltoro 
and' Godwin Austen' Glaciers. It hopes to return in part over the 
Siachen Glacier. The Swiss contingent will be the largest component 
element, including M. Marcel Kurz. Dr. Dyhrenfurth hopes to 
include British , American, Austrian, and, perhaps also, Italian 
members. 

We have received no further news concerning another German 
attempt on Nanga Parbat or K angchenjunga. 
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BuLGARIA. On September 10, the Bulgarian Tourist Union 
(Sofia, Ul. Tsaritsa Iona, 28) opened its new Panayodo:ff hut, 300 
persons assisting in the impressive open-air service held by a climbing 
Archimandrite. Our member, Dr. W. Rickmers, conveyed the good 
wishes of the Alpine Club. 

The new hut (2100 m.) is beautifully situated on the southern 
slopes of the Belmeken ( 2646 m.), by the shores of a small lake 
amidst a forest of dwarf pines, some 4-5 hrs. from Kostenetz Banga 
(700 m. ). 

The Bulgars are enthusiastic mountaineers. W. R. R. 

I have just returned from an International Conference in Sofia 
and had an opportunity of visiting the Bulgarian mountains. The 
most interesting group is the Pirrin in the W. of Bulgaria, formerly 
part of Macedonia. I did not want a summer to pass without 
climbing a mountain, and so I decided to go to the top of El Tepe, 
one of the highest mountains in the Balkan peninsula (2918 m.). 
After a tour on the western and southern frontiers between Serbia 
and Greece we arrived at Bansko, a small town to the E. of the Pirrin 
mountains. Having obtained a mule to carry the baggage, and a 
high-school boy as guide, accompanied by my wife, who rode on 
horseback, we made the three hours' journey to the Banderitza 
·~ouring Hut, where we spent the night. This hut is rather like some 
of the lower huts in the Alps, except that there is a plentiful supply 
of logs which we kept burning all night as it was quite cold. Next 
morning w.e left at 7 and were at the top of El Tepe in 3 hrs. There 
is no actual climbing, but a rough track leads eventually to a col 
from which we gained the summit by the W. arete. The view is 
very attractive, with the Rila mountains on one side to the E. and 
the Pirrin on the ,V. We returned the same evening to Bansko 
on foot and then by motor to Gorna Djumaia, the capital of ' Bul
.garian' Macedonia. The mountains are extremely interesting. 
~he scenery is entirely Alpine, with flowers and trees like those in 
the Swiss Alps. We found edelweiss and gentians, and there is 
always a chance of meeting brown bears. There are no glaciers 
now existing, but snow was lying on the N. slopes. There are no 
great peaks, but many fine rock cliffs which have never been climbed. 
TheJ:e ~re a . few tourist huts, but many valleys are hard to reach. 
I was made an Honorary Member of the Tourist Club and was 
received with the greatest honours in Sofia. On my departure I 
was presented with a walking-stick and an address, and I was 
asked to convey to the Alpine Club the cordial greetings of the 
Bulgarian Tourist Association. I hope to re-:visit that country 
next year. If any members of the Club would like to visit the district 
every help will be given them and they will be received admirably. 
There is also much of interest to see in the country. 

WALTER MEAKIN. 

• 
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EGYPTIAN MouNTAINS. . . . To descend from the sublime to 
the ridiculous, we climbed on March 23, 1933, Gebel Rimhan, 
24:10 m. (illustration, 'A.J.' 42, facing 232), which I wrongly called 
the third highest mountain in Sinai. A recent triangulation by the 
Survey of Egypt has lopped 42 m. from its altitude and reduced it to 
fourth place. It was a nice little climb near the top, and I am quite 
sure that no Sinai Bedouin had been up before us. 

G. W . MuRRAY. 

MoNT BLANC. Our member, M. Henri Brulle, at the age of eighty, 
repeated his ascent of last year. May he accomplish many more. 

Sm FELIX ScHUSTER. On the occasion of his sixtieth visit to 
Zermatt, our member was entertained to a luncheon, over which 
Dr. H ermann Seiler presided. 

THE LATE JosEPH RAVANEL. With reference to the first ascents 
of the Aiguilles Mummery and Ravanel, as well as the fatal acpident 
by lightning on the Aiguille du Geant, I much regret that in my 
note in memory of Joseph Ravanel (' A.J.' 44, 338-9), I attributed 
words and sentiments to Monsieur Emile Fontaine, which the la.tter 
informs me were, evidently inadvertently, quite incorrectly reported. 

. C. F. MEADE . 
. 

FuoRCLA DA L'ARGIENT (3720 m.). This, the last problem of the 
central massif of the Bernina, was solved on July 28,1933, by Signor 
Luigi Bombardieri, with C. Folatti and P. Mitta. The long and 
precipitous southern couloir, between the Crast' Agiizza and Piz 
Argient, was ascended to the watershed, whence the gentle slopes of 
the upper Morteratsch Glacier are attained with the greatest ease. 
The expedition, so far as its southern slope is concerned, has nothing
- besides its excessive steepness and constant bombardment from 
falling stones and ice to recommend its · repetition. See Climbers' 
Guides: (Kurz), p . 261 ; (Strutt), ii, p. 119; (Corti), p. 430. 

OxFORD UNIVERSITY MouNTAINEERING CLUB. The 1933 Alpine 
summer meet of the O.U.M.C. took place at Arolla in late July. It 
proved most successful both from the point of view of the weather 
as well as of the climbing conditions. The first traverses of the year 
were made of the Aiguilles Rouges from N. to S. and of the Douves 
Blanches fr.om the Bertol hut: Pierre Maurys acted as guide on 
these as well as on smaller peaks, such as the Aiguille de la Tsa. 

The central and north peaks of Les Bouquetins were accomplished 
without guides, as well as the traverse of Mt. Collon, the ascent of 
which was made by the ordinary route with descent by the S. arete, 
and thence, by a variation on the S.W. face, on to the Vuibe.z 
Glacier. Finally, a long and also guideless expedition was provided 
by the E.-W. t1;ave~se Qf the Pi~ne d'A!qlla ~n~ t4e t~ave~se o~ 
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Mt. Blanc de Seilon- Ruinette, the ridge between the two latteF 
being found to be unexpectedly difficult, owing to glazed rocks and 
the presence of corniches. 

K. W. 

TRISUL (23,360 ft.).1 The second ·ascent of this mountain in 
Garhwal was accomplished on June 21, 1933, by Mr. P. Oliver, 
Coke's Rifles, with Kesar Sing, of Kamet fame. The first ascent of 
the peak, which for many years remained the highest summit 2 yet 
reached by man, was accomplished by Dr. T. G. Longstaff and the 
Gurkha, Karbir, with Alexis and Henri Brocherel, June 12, 1907 
(' A.J.' 23, 542; 24, 117-121). 

C. G. B. 

THE ' HousTON FLIGHT ' Everest Photographs. Mountaineers 
interested in the subject should study the masterly article in the 
'Geographical Journal,' . July 1933 (vol. lxxxii, pp. 54-60), by 
Mr. A. R. Rinks. In this article will be found a convincing elucida
tion ~f the extraordin'ary errors committed by The Times in its 
attempted nomenclature of the different peaks photographed by the 
airmen. Mr. Rinks has succeeded in identifying, in the most satis
factory and remarkable manner, even the obscurest of these moun
tains : his article is worthy of minute study, while the reproduction 
of the illustrations in 'G.J.' should clear away any misconceptions, 
hitherto existing, as to whether Mt. Everest was really flown over 
or not. 

Referrjng to the obliques as a whole, we have little hesitation in 
pronouncing the collection, as exhibited in London, to be deplorably 
bad. The photographer had not learnt enough to keep his camera 
clear of the wings or stays of the aeroplane : he should have gone 
through a previous course with the R.A.F. or Herr Mittelholzer.3 

In the few photographs taken without aeroplane interference
e.g. ' The awe-inspiring summit of Everest as seen slightly from the 
N.W.' (in reality, the S.W. arete of Makalu), and ' The amazing 
cliffs of black rock and terrific ice slopes, looking along the climbers' 
path to Mo11nt Everest' (really Ohamlang, from the N.) the 
results were very :fine. The Times, with incredible complacency and 
topographical fatuity, lumped the photographs of three widely 
separated mountains together, declaring one and all to be Mt. 
Everest ! 4 Small wonder that the continental Alpine press, know-

1 23,406 ft. . 
2 Mr. W. W. Graham had however attained 24,000 ft. on Kabru, 

or within 50 ft. of the summit, in 1883. . 
3 Of. H.J. v, ' Nanga Parbat,' etc., facing pp. 114, 116 and 118. 

Also the numerous 'Ad Astra ' photographs in recent numbers of 
A.J. 

4 One of the Daily Telegraph's captions to the climbing party's 
J>hotographs was, we must confess, equally ludicrous, 

-
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ing that many Indian Survey experts as well as members of former 
Everest expeditions were available in London for photographical 
identification purposes, pronounced the 'The Flight over Everest ·' 
as of more than doubtful accomplishment. 

Of the topographical value of the vertical photographs it is too 
early to pronounce an opinion : those we have seen disconnected 
strips might represent peaks and glaciers anywhere in the High 
Alps. · Of the skill of the pilots, as of the climbing powers of 
the machines, we have no doubts. But as for the 'horrors of 
exploration' as portrayed in the bombastically lurid narrative, 
emanating doubtless from Printing House Square, we must trust 
that the story of which we acquit the airmen may be merged in 
speedy oblivion. 5 Nevertheless, a ridiculous and hysterical tale 
has been appearing recently in the Sunday press. 

To conclude with the words of the Editor of the 'Himalayan 
Journal': ' .. · . Until the foot of man is placed on the actual 
summit of Mount Everest, the problem that man has set out to 
solve has NOT been solved.' 

• 

C.A.F. HuTs. A new hut, replacing the former sty, has been 
constructed by the Paris Section at the Jardin d'Argentiere, and was 
opened last August by General Dosse. It will have a permanent 
gardien, and will contain accommodation for 80 persons. Professor 
0. K. Williamson represented the Alpine Club. . 

Our own views remain the same. If huts are to be constructed 
at all they should be as excellent as possible after the D. & ffi.A.V. 
model. It would be no loss if three-quarters of the present huts in 
the French Alps were scrapped and never replaced. 

S.A.C. HuTs in 1932. Visitors amounted to 75,752 to 113 huts, 
an increase of no less than 9843 over the figures for 1931. The 
Corno hut with 2716 visitors is the most popular, while the Grlin
horn and Sci ora with 104 and 106, respectively, are those to be 
recommended for the use of mountaineers. The percentage of 
S.A.C. members works out as 37 ·7 against 34·8 in 1931. 

· C.A·.J. HuTs. A Club hut, Capanna Luigi Brasca, has been con
structed near the Bresciadega Alp (1199 m.), in the savage Codera 
Valley"' 6 This remote glen has not been traversed in its entirety 
by more than two living British mountaineers or so we believe. 
The scenery js wild beyond conception, while the view from the so
called ' Codera bluff ' can never be forgotten. 

• 

5 There was no milk for breakfast on one occasion ; on another 
dinner could not be served till 10.30 P ,M,. 

6 A.J. 17, 427-9. 
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WILD ANIMAL PROTECTION IN GRISONS. It is pleasant to note 
the great increase of chamois, marmots, and bouquetins throughout 
this enlightened Canton. This is due largely to the frequent sanctu
aries surrounded by notices ordering ' peace ' for the animals con
tained therein. We ourselves on two occasions were able to approach 
within touching distances of marmots sleeping peacefully on the 
path. Grisons is in startling contrast with the anarchy and whole
sale murder prevalent in V alais. 

R.G.S. HoNOURS. His Majesty the King has been pleased to 
approve the award of the Founder's Medal to Mr. J. M. Wordie for 
polar exploration from 1914 to 1917 up to the present day . . 

The Council have awarded the Murchison Grant to Dr. G. N. 
Humphreys for his expeditions in Ruwenzori. 

C.A.I. Colonel E. L. Strutt has been elected an Honorary 
Member. 

GuGLIA DI BRENTA. According to the ' CE.A.Z.' a machine-gun 
section with its weapons scaled this tooth last summer! 

An Italian boy together with his sister climbed the pinnacle by 
the N.E. ' spigolo.' This is stated to be the last and most impossible 
of the many 'new' routes. 

MouNTAINEERING FILMS. The Rebel is the latest atrocity shown 
in this country. It purports to represent Andreas Hofer's last 
struggle for Tyrol's freedom in 1809. As is well known to all this 
event took place in the Eisak defile, between Sterzing and Brixen, 
consequently Hollywood shows us some far too brief ' shots ' of the 
St. Moritz and Campfer lakes, Martinsbruck and Soglio. We were 
under the impression that the 'Emperor' of Bavaria [sic!] fought 
for Lefebvre against the Tyrolese but, no, Hollywood rules it other
wise. The former ski-runner, Trenker, plays the part of a frowning 
Hofer to whom he bears the resemblance of a dachshund to a 
St. Bernard. An absurd film comes to an end with the shooting of 
Trenker at the local Mantua, a back-street of Zernez. History 
relates that Hofer was betrayed, but this is doubtless wrong, as it 
seems he was laid out first by one of his own stone-barrages! The 
actors speak broken English with strong nasal accents. A little more 
Bregaglia and no Trenker might have provided half-an-hour's 
passable entertainment. As it is, we could wish that the film had 
begun with the execution of ' Hofer.' 

A valued correspondent sends the following concerning Der 
Gipfelstilrmer, a film featuring Herr Franz Schmid of Matterhorn, 
N. face, renown: ' ... we laughed a lot; Herr Schmid and another 
drive with appropriate damsels on a double-bicycle contraption via 
Klausen Teufelsbriicke Lucerne Lauterbrunnen (bathing under 
the Staubbach) Sion Tyrol to the foot of Mt. Collon. Scorning 
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the Palace Hotel there, they proceed to climb the Eiswand, over 
several layers of superimposed Ri:ffelhoerner and Dolomites. They 
drive pitons into rocks hard as cheese, and then traverse a perpendi
cular serac hy means of yet more pitons. Fine views of Breithorn, 
Weisshorn, Todi and Eiger, and the party emerges triumphantly on 
(I think) the top of the Zinal-Rothhorn. There is, however, good 
rock-climbing and some lovely photography.' 

. 
IV. CoNGRES INTERNATIONAL n'ALPINISME. This was held at 

Cortina d'Ampezzo from September 10 to 13, under the auspices of 
the C.A.I. and the presidency of H.E. General Angelo Manaresi. All 
nations and Alpine Societies were represented, the sole absent~es 
being the D. & <E.A.V. and <E.A.K. The arrangements were ably 
carried out, while the proverbial hospitality and kindness of the 
C.A.I. and its distinguished President were manifest throughout. 
The U.I.A.A. (Union Internationale des Associations d'Alpinisme) 
functioned publicly for the first time under the direction of the 
S.A.C., M. Egmond d'Arcis in the chair. The new statutes were 
drawn up ~nd approved. (The Alpine Club has resigned member
ship'in th~ said U.I.A.A. as from October 3, 1933. Unlike the great 
Foreign Societies, the Alpine Club possesses no territorial rights 
or Club huts in the Alps. It considers that the privileges of its 
members are guaranteed sufficiently by their membership in several 
or all of the said great Alpine Societies. Consequently, the Alpine 
Club is of the opinion that direct participation as a Club-in the 
labours of the U.I.A.A. would be both assertive and redundant.) 

Excellent relations ·existed throughout among all the delegates, 
while the proceedings were marred only by the fatal accident to an 
Italian delegate, which sad event occurred on the last day of the 
Congress. 7 The la hours of the delegates extended for some 8 to 10 
hours a day, but it may be doubted whether such labours are in any 
way commensurate with future results. 

The Alpine Club was represented, in the unavoidable absence 
through ill-health of Sir John Withers, by Colonel E. L. Strutt, who 
had also the honour of representing the New Zealand Alpine Club, 
as well as his own Sezione Valtellinese of the C.A.I. Mr. Edgar Foa 
attended the opening of the Congress. Other members of the 
Club present included · Counts Bonacossa and Ugo di Vallepiana, 
while Count de Grunne represented the C.A.B. In the absence in 
China of the President, M. Escarra, to whose initiative the formation 
of the U.I.A.A. is due, the C.A.F. and G.H.M. were represented most 
ably by M. Wibratte. The American Alpine Club was represented 
by Dr. M. M. Strumia. Dr. Gugler, President of the S.A.C., also 
attended. 

The proceedings terminated with a banquet at the Hotel Savoia, 
on the night of September 12, presided over by General Manaresi and 

. 

7 Pp. 418- 9. 
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attended by some 200 delegates, including ladies. The President's 
speech , a short but truly perfect effort, was received with pro
longed applause, renewed when the representative of the Alpine 
Club conferred Honorary Membership of that Club on General 
Manaresi. 

The weather throughout the Congress was unfortunately bad, 
while the once simple village of Cortina has degenerated into a kind 
of Partenkirchen-Chamonix. But at the Hotel Faloria, ruled by 
its accustomed kindly hostess, Signora Menardi , there still is peace. 

For the reception and hospitality accorded by our old friends 
the C.A.I. , we can only express the deep gratitude of the Alpine 
Club. E. L. S. 

ANTONIO DIMAI. This famous guide, the best the Dolomites 
have seen ,8 has now retired. However, he was pleased enough to 
accompany an old friend 'en amateur.' At the age of 68 years, his 
appearance is that of a well-preserved man of 45, while his cat-like 
skill and speed show few, if any, signs of diminution. He stated to 
the same old friend that ' mountaineering ' as such no longer exists 
in the 'Dolomites: it i~ all a question of 'acrobatism' of a more 
or less unjustifiable nature so far as the so-called' new' routes are 
concerned. Never in his life did Toni employ a piton in the ascent, 
and but very seldom in the descent. Asked what was his most 
difficult expedition, he replied unhesitatingly, 'the W. face of the 
Teufelswandspitze.' 9 He added that this route had been repeated 
two or three times since, and that the crux of the 40-50 ft. black 
Kamin now contained half-a-dozen pitons fitted for Karabiner. It 
is pleasant to know that Toni and his family are living in easy cir
cumstances and that his sons have inherited their father's skill
if not all of his methods ! 1o 

• 

REMARKABLE ExPEDITIONS IN 1933. We note in addition to 
those alre'ady reported:-

La Meije , by the N. face, le couloir en Z, by the guides Casimir 
Rodier and Maurice Fourastier.11 

A iguille Noire de Peteret, the second ascent by the extremely 
difficult S. arete 12 by Signori P. Zanetti and G. Gervasutti in 
14 hrs. a climb which for sheer technical trouble is stated to leave 
the N.W. face of the Civetta far in the cold. 
----- --- - - - - -------- - --- ------

8 ffis only rival being the late Sepp lnnerkofler. · 
9 August 21, 1906, Messrs. E. A. Broome and H. K. Corning, 

with Antonio Dimai and Agostino Verzi. A.J. 23, 334, 371·-2; 
24, 466- 7, illustration facing 465. 

10 See pp. 373-4. 
11 This route apparently attains the watershed between the 

Pic du Glacier Carre and the Grand Pic. 
12 A.J. 43, 356-8. 
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N. Aiguille de Trelatete, our member Signor G. Rivetti, also 
F. Ravelli and G. Gaja, with a porter, stormed the S. face for the 
first time, encountering serious difficulties. 

~Photo, Bottega a'Arte.J 

S.E. FAOE OF AIGUILLE NoiRE DE P:ETERET, SHOWING 1932 ROUTE. 

(See A.J. 44, 307.) 

,-
( 

. Aiguille Blanche de Peteret, Signori R. Chabod and A. Crivel cut 
up the N. slope to a point far to the W. of the usual route, thus 

• 
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accomplishing what is practically the attainment of the uncrossed 
Col de Peteret from theN. 

Mont Blanc by the Brenva. Miss Ethel Whymper, daughter of 
Edward Whymper, accomplished this ascent with Evaristo Croux. 

Grandes Jorasses, traverse of the ·w. and E. ridges, by Herr A. 
Zurcher, with Josef Knubel and one of the Lochmatter. 

Dom. · E. face variant, August 10, Mr. and Mrs. G. W. 1\furray, 
with Alfred and Oscar Supersaxo. : 

Monte Disgrazia, N. face. Signori A. Corti and L. Bombardieri, 
with the guides C. Folatti and P. Mitta, reached the summit di1;ect 
by a route slightly to the S.E. of the line taken in 1910.13 

j 
• . 

From 'R.M.' or communicatedj . 
• 

A NIGHT ADVENTURE IN THE SuLDENTHAL, June 18, 1866. A 
translation of Mr. Tuckett's classic appears in Der Bergsteiger, 
August, 1933. Common courtesy should have acknowledged the 
source, at least, of the article 'A.J.' 2, 341-50. . · · 

ALPINE CLUB. Dr. Julius Kugy, the distinguished mountaineer 
and writer, has been elected an Honorary-Member. 

AcROBATISM. On October 2, 1933, desiring to be certain whether 
the abrupt W. face, that towards Chamonix, of Pic ALBERT was 
impossible or not of ascent, we descended that face by way of 
reconnaissance. By means of rappels of 162 m. ( ca. 430 ft.), we 
descended the vertical and partly overhanging wall. There is no 
doubt in our minds that the ascent of this splendid face is impossible.14 

It is a pity, as I can recollect no better or m-ore imposing rocks. 
The s. arete of the DENT FAVRE (Alpes Vaudoises) had so far 

defied all attempts because of an abrupt step just above the 
depression between it and the Tita Neire. On October 6 we 
descended this partly crumbling ridge, turning the great step by 
the W. face, by means of a very steep chimney some 250 ft. long . 
A rappel proved obligatory for about 100ft., as the angle is terrific; 
in fact the chimney overhangs in two places. An awkward traverse 
towards the S. across frozen and very steep slopes brought us in 
a few minutes to the base of th_e step. 

Dr. Oskar Hug had pointed out this interesting and perhaps ~al 
problem of the Alpes Vaudoises. He is the most noted explorer 
of these Alps. 

Kaspar Mooser was, of course, my companion on both climbs . 
• 

E. R. BLANCHET. 
- --·- --- - - - - - - - ------- -------- -

13 August 8, 1910. Messrs. W. N. Ling and H. Raeburn. A.J. 
25, 457, 691-9, illustration facing 691 ; 35, 37-8. 

14 No doubt a Durchnagelung will result in an eventual 'ascent.' 
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ETON CoLLEGE MEMORIAL SERVICE. A memorial service for 
the four Eton mast ers killed on Piz Roseg was held in the College 
Chapel on September 22, in the presence of the H eadmaster, Mr. 
Claude A. Elliott, Dr. C. A. Alington, the Provost, Governing Body 
and a great crowd of sympathizers. Sir John J. Withers, President, 
represented the Alpine Club. 

Obituaries of Messrs. Slater, Howson and Powell will appear in the 
May, 1934, number of the JouRNAIJ. 

ACCIDENTS IN 1933. 

THE season, save for a few unfortunate mishaps, was singularly free 
from accidents up to t he end of July. Following the heavy snow
falls of May and June, conditions -vvere most favourable, and the 
weather extremely fine and warm. Suddenly, about the end of 
the first week of August, catastrophes began to occur throughout 
the length and breadth of the Alps. So frequent were these that 
over 90 deaths are calculated to have t aken place in t hat one month 
alone. 

August 17 was a disastrous day for British mountaineering. It 
will be remembered for its twofold tragedies. Not since the Matter
horn accident of 1865 and the Gran Paradiso disaster of 1904 have 
the lives of four Britons three of them members of the Alpine Club 
-been involved in one day on a single mountain. Let us say it 
at once 1 : Hugh Howson, Eric Powell, Charles White-Thomson 
and that sturdy veteran 'Sam' Slater, formed an experienced and 
thoroughly competent party. For many seasons, generally in 
company, they had accomplished first-class ascents regularly and 
without professional assistance. The ascent of Piz R oseg lay easily 
within their powers. Had we, a week previously, been asked the 
question of wha~ was the chief Alpine characteristic of the doomed 
party, we should have replied unhesitatingly : 'Their high factor 
of safety.' 

To Eton and the rising generation their loss is grievous ; to British 
m.ountaineering it may prove a set-back as serious as the fatal 
July 14, 1865. 

The same August day witnessed the death of a guide closely 
connected with the history of this Club the ineompara ble Franz 
Lochmatter himself. We employ the superlat ive purposely . In 
the long list of outstanding Alpine professionals, beginning and 
ending with the two Christians, Almer and K.lucker , Franz was 
perhaps unique. To paraphrase a great mountaineer and writer : 
' ... In Franz was produced probably the most perfect mountaineer, 

1 An unusual amount of nonsense uttered by well-meaning but 
irresponsible persons has appeared in the Press. 
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